
FAITH COMMUNITY FORUMS / PARTNERSHIPS SURVEY

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

BACKGROUND

Carried out during summer 2009 by the Lowedges Community and Safety Forum on behalf of 

OFFER (Open Forum for Economic Regeneration)

Covered Lowedges, Greenhill, Bradway, Totley and Dore.  Other parts of the City covered by 

other groups.

Representatives of 11 churches and 22 other organisations took part

ISSUES IMPACTING ON FAITH COMMUNITIES

10 “issues” were identified:  2 were generally common across all areas, the others more 

specific to a few (often Lowedges)

The 2 common concerns were (a) those to do with the increasing elderly population and (b) 

antisocial behaviour by teenagers.

Of the 8 issues more relevant to specific areas, 2 that could apply to Bradway are (a) over-

bureaucratic procedures for accessing funding and (b) a decline in neighbourliness.

Some of the initiatives undertaken by faith groups to address these issues are:

• Youth clubs, etc

• The Terminus Initiative

• Lunch clubs / Community Transport

• Festivals

• Provision of social facilities

MOST CHURCH LEADERS WOULD LIKE TO SEE:

• A MORE CARING SOCIETY

• VOLUNTARY WORK LESS RELIANT ON RETIRED PEOPLE

Most people do not realise the extent of the community work done by the faith groups

The valuable role of the Community Groups is acknowledged.  Faith Groups evidently 

usually get involved in and influence these.

Although there are church links across areas of S8 and S17, Bradway is noticeably absent 

from these (no church?)



SURVEY OF COMMUNITY GROUPS

The 22 community organisations between them provide 540 hours of “activity” a week, via 

140 individuals.  Equivalent to 16 full time posts costing £240k a year

The average number of beneficiaries per week is 2000

Networking between organisations is seen as important

Organisations are pretty self reliant – little perceived need for training, etc.

THE FEEDBACK EVENT

Attended by 15 people representing 12 organisations

It was useful to meet other Church and Community Group leaders and hear of their 

(unexpectedly wide) involvement in community work.

Outcomes relevant to BAG were:

• The strong volunteering ethos across the 4 areas.  Faith groups play a significant role 

in encouraging this

• Both the local Communities AND the volunteers themselves benefit from this 

arrangement.

• The Community organisations were acknowledged as a legitimate voice and 

influence for the areas they represent, with good communication channels.

ISSUES FOR BAG

Although at times the survey felt like a solution looking for a problem, it was interesting to

find out more about the work of other local groups – faith and secular – and establish contact 

with them.  In terms of attendance, the feedback event was very much like the get-together I 

tried unsuccessfully to arrange three years ago.  However, it is unclear how our future 

activities will be affected.  I suspect we’ll all basically continue to do our own thing, but at 

least we know where the others are should we need to promote joint initiatives in the future. 

We are fortunate in having a good number of “younger people” on our Committee.  It would 

be good to try and extend this to the active membership.  Maybe one way would be encourage 

the younger members to take a more prominent role in BAG (with the older ones of necessity 

continuing to do much of the work behind the scenes) so that BAG is not seen as a bunch of 

old f**ts!

Joy Adams, the non-stipendiary minister of the Greenhill Methodist Church covering 

Lowedges, offered to come and talk to local groups about the Terminus Initiative.  Maybe this 

should be the topic for a future Open Meeting.

A full copy of the report on the survey and the feedback event can be supplied on request.
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