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In and around Bradway, Greenhill, Dore & Totley

A 70th anniversary

Seventy years ago this year the Peak
District National Park became the UK’s
original national park, designated on 17
April, 1951. With the foundations set by
a group of pioneering ramblers some 20
years earlier and the work of
campaigners, the Peak District
eventually paved the way for what would
become a UK network of 15 national
parks enjoyed today.

It was set up to protect the landscape’s
natural beauty, wildlife and cultural
heritage, to promote understanding and
enjoyment of its special qualities, and to
foster the economic and social wellbeing
of local communities.

The celebration comes as more people
than ever are believed to be visiting
national parks as communities seek a
‘green recovery’ from the coronavirus
pandemic.

Set in the heart of the UK, the Peak
District National Park is now a living
landscape home to around 38,000
residents, and attracting 13 million
visitors a year – its proximity to
countless towns and cities often finding
it regarded as the most ‘accessible’ of the
national parks in Britain.

For 70th anniversary information head
to the dedicated anniversary pages
www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/70 to find out
more.

Safe Crossings
to Green Spaces

“Stop there!” Every day, hundreds of
parents have to grab their kids at the edge
of our Outdoor City’s woods and wait
while a succession of cars and vans and 4
x4s whoosh past on their important
journeys. And then we take a deep breath
and quickly scuttle across so the child
can run off again, having learned a
lesson.

Lots of people I speak to are quite
nervous about crossing City roads to
reach local green spaces. When there’s no
traffic it can take minutes but most days
there will be a stream of cars going up
and down, often not abiding by the
30mph limit. and making crossing
difficult.

On Abbey Lane, in Ecclesall Woods,
Friends of Ecclesall Woods member
Marilyn Small, counted 474 people
trying to cross the 40mph limit road in 2
hours on a recent Sunday lunchtime.
“Most people have to take their lives in
their hands and charge across if they
can,” she said. 

The Friends have launched a campaign
asking the council to help people travel
safely through the woods, on tracks and
bridleways that predate the road by
centuries. ( You  can  contact  them  at:

continued on page 3 ....

Peak District landscape - Higger Moods.       Picture by Phil Sproson Photography               
70kfor70 success - marking the 70th anniversary of the Park - see page 44

Our most popular
birds are in decline

Eighty per cent of Britain’s most
popular birds are facing decline, the
RSPB has warned after its biggest-ever
Big Garden Birdwatch. During the last
weekend in January, over a million
people across the UK took part, counting
17 million birds, as households looked
for a way to spend the weekend in
lockdown.

The world’s largest wildlife survey, now
in its 42nd year, found that 16 out of the
20 most spotted garden birds faced a
decline on the previous year. More
species face decline than in 2020, when
half the birds in the top 20 saw dwindling
numbers.

The study found that the house sparrow
held on to its number one spot but 16 out
of the top 20 bird species showed
declines in average counts compared to
last year. Only robins, blackbirds, carrion
crows and the song thrush saw an
increase on 2020. Conservationists hope
that this trend for song thrushes will
continue; in 1979, the bird was in the top
10, and its numbers have declined by 78
per cent since then. This year, it is the
20th most spotted bird.

There are concerns about the chaffinch
and greenfinch, which have been seen in  

continued on page  4 ....

Delivered free to your home by a team of local volunteers

New Police portal

South Yorkshire Police has launched an
online reporting portal to make it easier
than ever before for you to contact them.

The online portal, which can be
accessed through the ‘Report
Something’ page of their website, houses
50 reporting forms and provides the
ability to live chat for the first time. In
addition to this, you can also log on to
the portal to track the status of previous
reports made on the portal and read
supporting knowledge items relating to
your incident.

If you do report online, your contact
will be managed by a member of a new
dedicated Digital Desk team. The team
will ensure that you receive assistance
24 hours a day, every day of the week.
Whether you click or call, they’re here to
listen.

Sign up for an account here:
https://smartcontact.southyorkshire.poli
ce.uk/
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