Bradway Community Hall

Run by the community for the community
1. The Bradway Community Hall is located on Bradway Road next to the Dore and Totley Golf Club. It has a long history going back to the 1860s when the small hall to the front of the building was used as a school for the children of workmen involved in the construction of the Bradway Railway Tunnel . The main Hall was built in 1951 from public subscription and has been managed by the community since that date. 

2. Although in regular use by the end of the 1990s the Hall was showing its age and it was clear that a major refurbishment would be necessary if the Hall was to continue to serve the community for a further 50 years. The task appeared a daunting one but through hard work and perseverance a major refurbishment was completed in October 2009. This included a new kitchen, toilets adapted for use by disabled persons a new roof, new windows and improved insulation. The refurbishment cost of £87,500 was met by local fund-raising and from reserves (£37,500) together with grants from a number of organisations (£50,000). There were further improvements to the main hall in 2015 costing £3,850. . 

3. In recent years the small hall was mainly used for storage but as few improvements had been made over its long lifetime its condition was deteriorating. As the result of a similar exercise to that described in the previous paragraph about £49,000 was spent between 2012 and 2015 on a full refurbishment.. The small hall can now be used as a self contained unit for meetings or small group activities or can be let with the main hall providing additional space for activities. 

4. To secure its long term future the Friends of Bradway Community Hall became a registered charity in August 2002. The aims of the charity are: 
“To establish and maintain the hall as a community centre for the benefit of the inhabitants of Bradway, Greenhill, Lowedges and the surrounding area through use of the Hall to advance education and to provide facilities in the interest of social welfare for recreation and leisure-time occupation.” 

5. The Management Committee (charity trustees) do not themselves organise activities in the Hall but aim to run, maintain and improve the Hall as a facility for the community as a whole. 
6. The Community Hall is used regularly by the Tindall Clare School of Theatre Dance, Bradway Toddler Group, Hannah's Music with Mummy, Daddy, Family and Friends, Sheffield Dog Club, Katy Robinson's  ‘On Broadway’® dance/fitness class for women who want to reveal their inner show girl and dance like no one is watching, Angela Hirst's Pilates classes, Grainne Fogarty's Zumba Gold and Pilates for Beginners, Charlie Diamond's Hatha yoga class, Brownies and Guides, Young at Heart senior ladies keep fit group,  Gayle's zumba class, Barbara Thornes' flamenco dancing class, and the Bradway Community Association. Other individuals and groups use the Hall on a casual basis. Overall an estimated 900-1000 people a year take part in activities in the Community Hall, most of them doing so on many occasions. 
7. There is some availability for lettings during the day and evenings on weekdays. It is also free after 3.15 on Saturdays and all day up to 5.30 on Sundays for regular or casual bookings such as birthday parties or other celebrations. There are kitchen facilities available. There is also increased availability during school holidays when some of the regular users do not use the Hall.
For information about the hall facilities, rental charges and availability contact the Hall Booking Officer, Gwen Smithson on 0114 236 9876. 
