BRADWAY ACTION GROUP Minutes

Committee Meeting Tuesday 1 November 2005 at 7.15 p.m. at 22 OxClose Avenue

The following committee members were present: Dorothy Astle (Chair), Ruth Darrall, Stephen George, Tony Smith, Peter Smithson, Peter Stubbs, Fiona Vallely, Rachel Wilson

1.  Apologies.

John Pritchett

2.  Minutes of the Meeting on 8 September 2005

These were accepted as a correct record.

3.  Matters Arising on the Minutes

Minute 4: The log-run had been installed on the field.

Minute 7: Dorothy Astle clarified that BAG had not approved any sites for re-cycling.

4. Reports on Action Taken since Last Meeting

Chair. Dorothy Astle reported the following. 

a) She had been to talk to Nick Clegg MP during his drop-in surgery at Sir Harold Jackson school on 10 September. She had explained what BAG was and what it did. 

b) Some 4,500 bulbs (crocuses, daffodils and snowdrops) had been received from the Council, and distributed to BAG members for planting in various locations throughout Bradway.

c) BAG had been nominated for the Sheffield’s Best Community Award, and members of the Committee had been invited to Sheffield’s Night of Honour at the Pond’s Forge International Sports’ Centre on 4 December, where the Awards would be made.

d) A group of people who had been involved in organising the Bradway Fun Day had met to evaluate the event. It was felt to have been a great success overall, but several areas were identified where improvements could be made for the next Fun Day.

Treasurer. Peter Stubbs reported that there was currently £318 in the general account and £3020 in the Field account, but with payment of £1860 outstanding for the log run.

Environment Group. Stephen George reported that on 26 October a group of BAG members had tidied up the area of ground behind the electricity sub-station on St. Quentin Drive.

5. The Old School Field

a) Tony Smith suggested that a sign should be put at the entrance to the Field welcoming those who wished to use the facilities. 

Action: Peter Stubbs to construct a temporary sign, also to contact various sign-makers to obtain quotations.

b) Stephen George reported that PC Dave Laverick, Woodseats Crime Prevention Officer, had inspected the field and made an oral report on its security. He made two recommendations: (1) that the hedge be lowered to one metre to maximise ‘casual surveillance’ of the field from the footpath; (2) that a pedestrian access be provided, and that when this had been done, the large gate be kept padlocked to prevent access for unauthorised motor vehicles.

Action: Stephen George to investigate whether there might be any funds available via the police for the pedestrian access and for hedge cutting as measures of crime prevention.

6. Correspondence

a) Tony Smith reported that there had been extensive correspondence with the licensing authority about the application for an extension of licensing hours by the Moorview Golf Driving Range. As a result of letters of objection, and a petition that several BAG members had signed at the AGM, the application had been withdrawn.

b) Dorothy Astle reported that she had written to the Council about obtaining a litter bin for Lower Bradway, to be sited near to the entrance to the Recreation Ground, and about the condition of the wire bin outside the Spar store. The reply had indicated that no money would be available until the financial year commencing April 2006.

c) Following BAG’s submission to the consultation exercise on the Sheffield Development Framework, Peter Stubbs had been sent a draft Statement of Community Involvement for comment, but he had not had time to read and digest it.

Action: Peter Stubbs and Peter Smithson to read the document and prepare a response on behalf of BAG.

7. Planning Applications

There were no new planning applications that affected Bradway.

8. Re-organisation of Policing

Stephen George outlined the principles behind the re-organisation of policing in Sheffield, with the drawing up of Safer Neighbourhood Areas (SNAs). The Bradway and Totley Neighbourhood Watch objected to the drawing of the new SNA boundaries that would separate Bradway and Totley. Tony Smith made a strong objection to this position of Neighbourhood Watch, as the alternative would mean Bradway would be divided. The BAG Committee noted a positive feature of the police plan, that it would re-unite the whole of Bradway under a single police area. BAG supported Neighbourhood Watch in seeking reassurances that adequate levels of policing would be made available to Bradway.

9. Future Projects
a) Village Design Statement (VDS). The Committee discussed whether BAG should take the initiative in drawing up a VDS for Bradway in the light of the fact that Dore had produced one and Totley was in the process of doing so. The VDS would be an indication of the preferences of local people on the visual character of Bradway. If carried out according to the guidelines, it would have to be adopted as a supplementary planning document: that is, planners would have to take account of it.

Action: Stephen George to contact the project leaders for the Dore VDS and Totley VDS to see what was involved; Peter Stubbs and Tony Smith to be involved in the discussions.

b) Bradway Bugle. The current editor, John Baker, had indicated that he wished to hand over the editorship. It was noted that this job involved a lot of work.

Action: Dorothy Astle would invite John Baker to the next meeting of the Committee to outline what was involved.

c) Web site. It was suggested that BAG develop a web site.

Action: Dorothy Astle to consult with John Pritchett.
d)  Bradway Annexe. Dorothy Astle had discussed the future of the Annexe building with a representative of the Education Authority. She had been reassured that the building would remain in the hands of the Education Department, and would not be released for sale. Following the disbanding of the Bradway Neighbourhood Association, the Education Department was looking for a community organisation to take over the running of the Annexe. 

Action: Dorothy Astle to communicate with other community groups, especially users of the Annexe, to discuss setting up a joint organisation to take on the role.

10. Date and Time of Next Meeting

Committee: 9th January at 7.15 p.m.

Open Meeting: 7th February at 7.30 p.m.

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
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