BRADWAY ACTION GROUP Minutes

Committee Meeting, Tuesday 14 November 2006 at 7.15 p.m. in the Bradway Scout Hall.

Present: Peter Stubbs (Chair), Stephen George (Secretary), Dorothy Astle, John Child, Ruth Darrall, John Kirkman, John Pritchett, Peter Smithson, Fiona Vallely, Steve Westnedge, Rachel Wilson.

1.  Introductions and Co-options

The members of the new Committee introduced themselves. Dorothy Astle (as immediate past Chair), and John Child (representing the Management Group of the Bradway Community Hall) were formally co-opted onto the Committee.

2. Roles and Responsibilities

(a) It was agreed to allocate roles and responsibilities to individuals as tasks emerged. Peter Stubbs, as the new Chair, emphasised that he wanted the Committee to work together as a team, supporting each other. 

(b) John Kirkman agreed to take over from Peter Smithson as the co-ordinator for Environmental issues.

3. Notice of Other Business

Stephen George gave notice of two items that had been raised with him the previous day by a member of BAG.

4. Acceptance of Minutes of the Previous Meeting

With the clarification that the meeting had ended at 9.12 p.m., not 8.12 as on the original draft, the Minutes were accepted as a correct record.

5. Matters Arising on the Minutes not Covered Elsewhere

John Child noted that although BAG had been informed of no planning applications, the Management Committee of the Community Hall had made a planning application on 19 September. 

Action: Peter Stubbs to look into why that information had not been available.

6. Finances

a) Peter Stubbs, as the outgoing Treasurer, reported that after paying for the playground equipment, the current balance was approximately £2,100—£900 in the general account (including a £200 administration grant from the Council) and £1200 in the Field account. A further £2,000 was due from the Graves Trust for the Field account.

b) John Child explained the advantages and disadvantages of seeking charitable status. It was agreed to look into doing so. Dorothy Astle reported that both the Sheffield City Council and the BBC web sites had informative sections on charitable status.

Action: John Child, Peter Smithson, and Stephen George to look at Charity Commission web site and the other sites mentioned, and make recommendations to next meeting.

7. Reports

(a) BAG had been invited to attend a presentation about Sheffield in Bloom 2007 on 20 November. Rachel Wilson agreed to attend.

Action: Rachel Wilson to attend meeting and circulate a report and recommendations.

(b) Andrea Peers had left her post as Area Co-ordinator for Sheffield South-West to take up a position in Rotherham. Her replacement was Rebecca Maddox. It was agreed that the Chair and Secretary should write to welcome Ms Maddox to the post and to introduce BAG.

Action: Stephen George to draft letter and agree wording with Peter Stubbs.

(c)  Peter Stubbs was now receiving the notifications of planning applications. He would continue to monitor these. There was nothing to report in the latest batch.

(d) Dorothy Astle reported on the official opening of the playground on 10 November. It had been a success despite the poor weather, with a good turnout and a very pleasant sense of this being a community event. Everyone agreed that the Lord Mayor had been an excellent guest-of-honour, showing real enthusiasm and a very engaging manner.

Action: Peter Stubbs to get local quotations for a sign for the playground acknowledging the various sources of financial support.

(e) BAG had been approached by the newly formed Burncross Action Group for advice on matters such as obtaining funding. This had been given very willingly, and it was hoped to keep open contacts to exchange information and ideas for mutual benefit. It was agreed that links with other similar groups could only be positive.

8. Membership and Subscriptions

John Pritchett, the outgoing Membership Secretary, reported that although numbers had remained more or less constant, this masked a big turnover, with nearly 30 per cent of the membership not renewing but being replaced by new members. It was agreed to try to persuade previous members to renew by hand-delivering letters to all current and previous members early in 2007. To attract new members, posters plus an article in the next edition of the Bradway Bugle would be used.

Action: Fiona Vallely to draft letter to present and previous members emphasising what BAG had already done and would continue to do for Bradway. This would form the basis of an article for the Bugle.

9. Future Projects

(a) Peter Stubbs emphasised the importance he placed on working together with other groups. It was agreed to compile a list from the events listed in the Bugle. BAG would then try to identify groups that might be involved in any projects that it undertook. 

Action: Peter Stubbs to contact other groups to investigate scope for co-operation.

(b) Publicity. It was agreed that: the telephone numbers of the Chair and Secretary should be displayed on the notice board as contact numbers for the Group; that creating a BAG web site should be investigated; and that co-operation with the Bradway Bugle should be pursued.

Action: Stephen George to post notice and to contact John Baker. John Pritchett to investigate the options for a web site and report to the next meeting.

(c) Social activities. Peter Stubbs listed some of the events that he had in mind, and it was agreed to pursue these in conjunction with the Bradway Community Association.

Action: Peter Stubbs to discuss ideas with John Child and Peter Smithson, as members of both the BAG Committee and the Community Association.

(d) John Child spoke to a paper that he had previously circulated about the plans for the Bradway Community Hall. It was agreed that it made sense to co-ordinate the approach to the development of the Hall and the Annexe to try to obtain a first-class community building for Bradway. It was agreed that a small sub-group consisting of Ruth Darrall, Peter Smithson, Peter Stubbs, and Steve Westnedge should take this forward, and speak both to the new Community Buildings group in the City Council (Alan Disberry) and to the Management Committee of the Community Hall.

Action: Peter Stubbs to convene sub-group, and report to next meeting of the Committee.

(e) Open Meetings. It was agreed to move Open Meetings to March and June so that they could be advertised in the Bugle. One of the 2007 meetings would discuss the issue of a community building for Bradway. Suggestions of topics for the other were invited. 

(f) Vehicles obstructing footpaths. The wording was agreed of a polite notice in the name of BAG that members of the Committee who felt strongly about this increasing problem could place under the windscreens of offending vehicles. John Kirkman also reported that the Bradway community police officer, Clare Hudson, took this issue seriously and had recently acted on a complaint that he knew about. 

10. Dates of Future Meetings

Committee Meetings: 9 January, 6 March, 1 May, 12 June 2007.

Open Meetings: 20 March and 19 June 2007.

11. Other Business

(a) It was noted that rust was appearing on the crossbars of the swings on the playground. 

Action: Dorothy Astle to raise with Bob King.

(b) A BAG member had raised the issue of dog-poo being bagged and then left lying about. Action: Stephen George to investigate whether Environmental Services had appropriate signs.

The meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.
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