BRADWAY ACTION GROUP Minutes
Committee Meeting:  Monday 8 March 2010, 7.15 p.m. at The Old Mother Redcap.
Present: Peter Stubbs (Chair), John Child, Stephen George, John Kirkman, Philip Righton, Rachel Smith, Peter Smithson, Andrew Tabor, Fiona Vallely, Kevan Holloway.

1. Apologies
Apologies had been received from John Pritchett. 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The Minutes were approved as a correct record. 

3. Matters arising on the Minutes not Covered Elsewhere
Minute 3.4. The Chairman had been unable to attend the “Bigger Picture in South Yorkshire” event on February 8th
Minute 4.b.  Stephen George announced that he would no longer be attending the Woodseats NAG, but that BAG were still entitled to a seat at the table.  The other members of the Committee will give this consideration.

Minute 4.e. John Child reported that the Community Chest grant application by the Trustees of the Community Hall had been successful so that new tables could be purchased. The old stacking tables were to be disposed of and might be useful to someone.  Stephen George would enquire as to whether groups he knew might take them.  

Minute 5.(i). The replacement trees would be planted on 19th March. Meadowhead School had responded positively and was consulting pupils over possible involvement. 

Minute 5.(iv). Peter Smithson had obtained estimates for playground improvements. With fencing at some £3.5 k and resurfacing around £5.5k the total bill would be of the order of £10k. It was agreed that this should now become a target for BAG fundraising.

Minute 5,(vi), The issue of a cigarette stubber would be raised during a forthcoming site visit.

4. Reports
     a. Chairman’s Report(i) A meeting with Councillor Keith Hill on 8 February had provided an opportunity to discuss possible minor highway schemes to be constructed in the Dore and Totley Ward during 2010-11.  At the Community Assembly meeting on 24th February an initial response was provided to the suggestions made at the Ward Forum meeting on 2nd December 2009, as well as an update on the  Bradway Traffic Action Plan.   A copy of the latter can be found on the BAG website (www.bradwayactiongroup.org).   There is now some uncertainty regarding the installation of a vehicle activated sign on Twentywell Lane due to the relatively high costs involved.

(ii) BAG had been represented at the “Sheffield on the Move” forum meeting on 28 January when the main item was a presentation on the benefits of 20mph traffic zones. Experiments elsewhere (particularly in Portsmouth) had shown that 20mph speed restrictions could be introduced effectively without the need for traffic calming measures, and therefore at low cost, provided they cover a relatively large area.

(iii) Our Community Chest application for a bench for the Old School Field and a Planter outside the Wollaton shops had been agreed. Alternative benches are under consideration. Following discussion it was agreed that once costs had been ascertained one or two benches would be sited close to the play area.

(v) The Chairman had attended the opening of the new Sir Harold Jackson Library  at Bradway Primary School on 4 March. There will be a parents evening on 24th March, and we have accepted an invitation to mount a BAG stall.

     b. Secretary’s Report
Andrew Tabor had nothing to report. Stephen reminded the Chairman that he still had custody of copies of  Bradway: Past, Present and Future after copies had been distributed to members.  The list of “official recipients” needs to be firmed up, after which the remainder will be made available to the general public. 

   c. Treasurer’s Report
(i) Peter Smithson reported that the BAG account was currently some £5777 in surplus, however this included various grants received for specific purposes.. 

(ii) Quotes for public liability insurance had been received the best being £406. This would provide full cover for all BAG activities. The Chairman reported that a ‘Grass roots’ grant of £500 had been received to cover insurance which will therefore meet this years costs. As the grant did not cover the purchase of a petrol strimmer (as had been requested) it was agreed that the Treasurer should go ahead and arrange insurance, and that a strimmer and safety equipment should be purchased from our own reserves.

(iii) With the litter pick planned for 27th March it was agreed that BAG would buy some more litter pickers and some hoops that keep bags open during use. 
   d. Membership Secretary’s Report
Some 100 households had so far signed up for this year.
5. Correspondence.

(i) A letter had been received drawing attention to the problems caused by vehicles churning up grassed areas around the Longford Road Bus terminus. This ongoing issue will be taken up again with Street Force. 

(ii) Following a request for a meeting from the prospective Conservative parliamentary candidate for Hallam it was agreed that the chairman and one or two others would meet her on 18 March. Any requests from other candidates would be similarly responded to.

(iii)  A BAG member had drawn attention to the informal advertisements for local hostelries attached to lamp columns, etc., and asked if BAG could intervene to get them removed.  After some discussion it was decided that it would not be appropriate to take action at this time.

(iv)  The head teacher at Bradway Primary School, Paul Stockley, had informed BAG of his interest in developing twinning arrangements with other countries, and asked whether BAG would be interested in helping to pursue this on a community, rather than just a school, basis.  The committee expressed support for the idea and a willingness to help, but felt the school should take the lead.  One idea was to attempt to establish contact with similar areas in Sheffield’s twin towns  
 6. Open Meeting – 16th March (7.30pm).
The main topic for discussion will be the ideas for Sustainable Bradway that were outlined in an article by Rachel Smith in the recent edition of the Bradway Bugle. Rachel will also introduce 

the topic on the night.
 7. Other Future Activities
(i) The next Ward Forum for Dore and Totley will be on 17th March at Totley Library (7.30pm).  All are invited.

(ii) Tree planting, Old School Field, Friday 19 March 9.30 a.m. Bring your own spade.

(iii) 24th March Bradway Primary School Parents evening, BAG stall.

(iv) There will be a general litter pick on 27 March, meeting at the Castle at 10.00am, targeting the open space between Twentywell Lane and Poynton Wood. 

(v)  23rd May. Tony Smith will again lead us in Walking the Bounds.

(vi)  The main event for 2010 will be the Fun Day on Friday 6th August..

(vii) The second Open Meeting will be held on 29th June (topic to be agreed).
8. Future Committee Meeting dates were confirmed as 10 May, 14 June and 20 Sept.
9. Other Business
Nicola Shearstone of Children’s and Young Peoples Directorate met the Bradway Primary School Governors on 22 February to explain what is happening about a children’s centre for Bradway. Bradway Primary School is planning a small extension to the School that will provide a couple of meeting rooms, one suitable for about 15 people and another for one to one meetings. Funding for this has been offered by the Extended Schools Initiative (£50,000) and a further £40,000 will be given by the Children’s Centre fund in return for using the rooms as an outreach centre attached to the Totley Children’s Centre.

Children’s Centres are designed specifically to help families with children under five. In Sheffield 36 Centres are being set up with Bradway split between two – Totley and Chancet Wood, however like Libraries you may use whichever is most convenient. In the Totley catchment money is available for an Outreach Centre which will not be offering child care but could be used for midwife and health visitors’ sessions and a range of family learning and baby and toddler related courses. The actual services offered will be decided by an advisory board, members of which will be representatives of local interest groups, in order to tailor the provision specifically to local needs.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.
