BRADWAY ACTION GROUP Minutes

Committee Meeting: Tuesday 10th January 2012, 7.15 pm. at the Old Mother Redcap.

Present: Stephen George (Chair), John Child, Kevan Holloway, John Kirkman, Frank Richardson, Philip Righton, Peter Smithson, Andrew Tabor, Fiona Vallely, Rob Wilks.

1. Introductions, Apologies, Co-options. Apologies had been received from and John Pritchett and Lynn Smith. Frank Richardson was co-opted as a representative of the Bradway Scouts. 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting. The Minutes were agreed as a correct record.

3. Reports

a. Chair

(i) The question of Disabled Access to the Post Office had been raised with Mark Titterton, the Managing Director of GT Retail who own Spar. He said he would contact the Area Manager to ensure that Spar met with minimum aisle widths. The problems may continue when deliveries are received but goods should be cleared quickly. So long as they are complying with minimum legal requirements there is nothing more that we can do other than monitor the situation.

(ii) As requested, Councillor Colin Ross has raised with NatWest Bank concerns over the condition of the vacated premises on Twentywell Lane and reports that he has had a message back from Bev Hackett saying that she is "looking into the matter and will report back as soon as possible". 

(iii) Peter Stubbs has let both Dave Briggs of City Illuminations and the local shopkeepers know our decision not to proceed with the Christmas lights.  Action: Committee to decide what to do with £455.55 from the Bradway Neighbourhood Association (BNA).

(iv) Dorothy Astle has agreed to take charge of fund-raising for the Old School Field, working with Peter Smithson. 

(v) The Secretary agreed to act as the BAG representative for SPACE. Action: Chair to provide SPACE with the necessary details.

(vi) Tony Smith has agreed to lead the walk round the bounds of Bradway on Whit Sunday, 27 May. Peter Stubbs has agreed to act as reserve should Tony be unable to undertake the walk.

(vii) The Committee of the Dore Village Society is holding a meeting at King Ecgbert’s School on 18 January about car parking problems in Dore. BAG has been invited us to send a representative if anyone is available. 

b. Secretary: (i) An update on progress with the Old School Field village green application had been sought from the SCC legal team and would be circulated to the Committee once received. 

(ii) Preparation of a briefing note on the potential impact on BAG of the Localism Act 2011 has been put on hold pending issue of the National Planning Policy Framework.

c. Treasurer: (i) As previously agreed the BAG account has been transferred away from NatWest, but to HSBC in Woodseats rather than Lloyds TSB, as HSBC had proved more helpful. (ii) The final statement from NatWest Bank is awaited. The balance will be some £6700. (iii) Ladbroke's have yet to provide a quotation for next year's Public Liability Insurance. Nick Clegg had replied to BAG’s second communication about insurance for small groups, forwarding a helpful suggestion from the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, which the Treasurer would pursue.   Action: Treasurer to follow up information from Eric Pickles to obtain best deal, including cover for Fun Day.

d. Membership Secretary: Kevan Holloway asked for comments on the suggestions he had circulated to the Committee. The proposed renewal form was agreed. It was agreed that Committee members should use reasonable endeavours to recruit new members through personal contacts. The use of prepaid response envelopes was considered too expensive. An article seeking renewals and new members should be in the next issue of the Bugle with signposting for application forms to the BAG website and Membership Secretary. Action: Membership Secretary to provide labels for envelopes to Committee for delivery to existing members, who should be encouraged to recruit their neighbours and friends. Where possible personal contact will be made rather than just delivering the renewal forms.

e. Community Hall:  John Child reported that the plans for the refurbishment of the small hall are to be considered on 20th January.

4.  Planning Issues. No new issues had arisen. One of the new houses on Prospect Road has now been sold and is now occupied. The flats on Twentywell Lane have fallen behind schedule because of flooding on the site. The SCC Woodlands Officer, John Gilpin, is keeping an eye on the temporary diversion of the water from the original St Quentin’s Well, which has been diverted through a plastic pipe and down through the wood onto Twentywell Lane.

5. Old School Field. (i) The call for plants produced three offers, which provided as many plants as we needed, and these were planted during the autumn maintenance sessions. We also planted some tree ‘whips’ that had been sent to the pre-school. We understand from Holly Barnes (SCC Community Forester) that the survival rate on these is not high.

(ii) Some progress has been made over repairs to the playground though the re-installation of the Rabbit is still awaited.

(iii) Peter Smithson and Dorothy Astle have met to consider ways of raising funds and what targets might be set alongside the resurfacing of the playground. A possible use of the BNA funds might be towards Keep Fit installations. Action:  Treasurer to seek information on Keep Fit installations and sources of grant funding.

(iv) It was agreed that the 4th February litter pick be redirected to Twentywell Lane and the railway triangle towards the bottom,  that was in need of clearing up.

6. Ward Forum. The Bradway meeting of the Dore & Totley Ward Forum was held on 29 November with a reasonable turn-out (16 + 3 Councillors + 2 Officials). The speaker on the Management of the Moorlands did not turn up. Issues discussed included: 20 mph speed limits; parking at local shops; failures of street lighting; Dore & Totley Station (parking, bus services, the gap between the platform and the train); using electronic means of communication within local communities; and the future of the Ward Forum, on which it was agreed that there would be a meeting of representatives of each of the three community groups and the Councillors to review the working of the Ward Forum and to discuss how it should proceed.

On Thursday evening (5 January) there was a meeting in the Cross Scythes at Totley attended by Stephen, Andrew, Kathryn Higgins (Chair of Totley Residents Association), Dawn Biram (Committee member of Dore Village Society), and Cllrs Ross and Otten. Apologies were received from Cllr. Hill. It was agreed that the three community groups could not continue to organise regular meetings of the Ward Forum ahead of each Community Assembly meeting, but would rather hold meetings of a representative of each of the groups and the Councillors. In addition we would consider organising Focus Groups, along the lines of that on traffic and highways, where we thought there was a cross-community issue, and arrange ad hoc public meetings to discuss the outcome. 

On 15 December there was a Community Assembly meeting in Crookes, preceded by a Cabinet in the Community session. The Chair was only able to attend for the first part of the evening, which at least gave him an opportunity to assess the people we may be dealing with in the next few years. Rob Wilks had offered to attend the Community Assembly meeting on behalf of BAG, but in the event was unable to do so. The agenda did not suggest that there were any issues of particular concern to Bradway, and nothing has been brought to our attention by the local Councillors.

7. Bradway Bugle: The deadlines and publication dates in 2012 are as follows: 27 Jan for 15 Feb; 27 April for 16 May, 27 July for 22 August; 26 October for 14 November. The editor is still looking for articles or news items of local interest, and feedback on how the Bugle is received by Bradway residents. 

8. Future Meeting dates: Committee Meetings: 7.15 p.m. The Old Mother Redcap: 13th March; 8th May; 19th June; 18th September. 

Open Meetings: 7.30 p.m. Bradway Primary School: 27th March and 3rd July. Agreed to invite a speaker on management of local woodland for March meeting.

Walking the Bradway Boundary: 27th May. 10.00 a.m. Meet outside pharmacy, top of Twentywell Lane.  

Fun Day: Old School Field: Friday 17th August subject to availability of key players.

9 Any Other Business. (i) Frank Richards asked for any ideas that the Committee might have for the Scouts new Community Projects Week, a 21st century update on the "bob a job week" that older members might remember.

(ii) BAG should keep an eye on City-wide and local developments over the Diamond Jubilee and consider how to respond.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.56 pm.   

