
BRADWAY ACTION GROUP

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 6 October 2009 at 7.15p.m. Bradway Primary School

Present: 32 members, one non-member resident of Bradway and Councillor Hill.

The Chairman, Peter Stubbs, opened the meeting at 7.20p.m. 

Apologies: from seven members.

1. Minutes of the previous meeting 7 October 2008

The previously circulated minutes of the last AGM were agreed.

2. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising that were not covered on the Agenda.

3. Chairman’s Report

Peter Stubbs introduced his report which was available to the meeting. Although this had 

been a relatively quiet year he drew particular attention to the vandalism to the trees BAG 

had planted at the bottom of the Old School Field in an effort to help dry out the boggy 

area. He commented on the actions of Network Rail in cutting out trees along the railway 

lines which BAG had vigorously opposed but to no effect.  The recession had meant fewer 

planning issues required comment. The website was proving popular and the planning 

document ”Bradway, Past, Present and Future” had been published and a printed copy 

would be made available to every BAG member and additional copies for members or 

others would be available price £2.    Two Open Meetings had been held, and thanks were 

due to the Passenger Transport Executive for their support. Three social events had been 

held within the year. Implementation of the Bradway Traffic Plan continued albeit slowly.  

Peter thanked Councillor Hill for the support of the South West Area Panel that had 

provided some £4000 in grants to Bradway since BAG was formed in 2003. The Panel had 

now been superseded by the Community Assembly.

A copy of the full Report is appended.

There were no matters arising and the Chairman’s Report was accepted.

4. Treasurer’s Report

Peter Smithson presented the accounts which had been independently examined by Mr R 

Boddye who had kindly provided his services for a small donation to a good cause of his 

choice.  Peter drew specific attention to:

(i) the seeming inconsistencies relating to income and expenditure for the summer Fun 

Day. Both the 2008 and the 2009 Fun Days had fallen within the 2008-9 BAG financial 

year, so the costs had been divided between 2007-8 and 2008-9, but the income from 

both had accrued within the 2008-9 year.

(ii) income from the Bradway Bugle had increased due to BAG taking responsibility for 

arranging delivery. John Baker covered his costs from advertising income and after all 

relevant disbursements BAG benefited from any remaining surplus.

(iii) the transfer payment relating to the Community Hall was a beneficial transaction that 

allowed grant money to flow through BAG to the Hall and thus to attract matched funding. 

He invited John Child, the Community Hall representative on the BAG committee, to 

address the meeting to explain the way this worked and to answer any questions.

5. Membership and Subscriptions

Rachel Smith reported that membership had been maintained showing a slight increase 

year on year. The meeting accepted the continuing need for a subscription as this 

provided BAG with the necessary credibility as a representative body to allow it to continue 

to attract grant funding. It was agreed that the membership fee should continue at the 

current level.
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6. Future of the Old School Field

a) A submission to the City Council seeking village green status had been prepared and 

would be made shortly.  

b) Peter Stubbs presented proposals for consideration that reflected consultation with 

users of the field. Some young people were in favour of the erection of an additional goal 

post so that this might be used by those waiting when the pitch was occupied. A path to 

the bottom of the field would increase access particularly for the elderly and given the wet 

nature of the lower area a bog garden might be developed.  Whilst there was no 

opposition to an additional goal post provided it was suitably sited so as to minimise any 

disruption to those whose gardens backed on to the field the need for such expenditure 

was questioned as there appeared to be no strong evidence of queuing to use the pitch, 

except perhaps on odd summer evenings, as most young people seemed to drift away if 

the pitch was not available.  The development of a path had some support but the general 

tenor of the meeting was that this might also encourage misuse, e.g. bicycles, and make 

access to the very area where vandalism had occurred much easier as this was out of 

sight of the road and police patrols. There was opposition to the idea of ‘urbanisation’ 

through more tarmac but the use of all weather mesh to form a cost effective base for a 

path was an idea that would be explored. Maintenance was also seen as a potential 

problem. It was suggested that the committee might look at green developments in both 

Totley and Dore to see if there were any lessons to be learnt. The possibility of CCTV was 

raised but deemed too costly and unlikely to prove effective. A suggestion that perhaps the 

Field might benefit from being under the control of the Parks Department rather than 

Young People’s Directorate was considered but this would best be left until after village 

green status had been considered. It was agreed that any major projects would be 

postponed pending further consideration and that efforts for the coming year might best be 

directed at improving the existing facilities.  

c) The meeting agreed to the replanting of the vandalised trees and the possible 

involvement of local schools to reinforce ‘ownership’ amongst young people would be 

explored. 

d) It was agreed that there should be regular maintenance days on the first Saturday of 

each month the first to be 7th November. An email reminder would be sent out in the 

preceding week.

7. Election of Officers

The following were elected unopposed:

Chair                               Peter Stubbs     Deputy Chair  Fiona Vallely 

Secretary                        Andrew Tabor   Treasurer        Peter Smithson

Membership Secretary   Rachel Smith

Committee     Stephen George; Kevan Holloway; John Kirkman; John Pritchett; Philip 

Righton.

The meeting closed 8.50 p.m.


