BRADWAY ACTION GROUP Minutes

Committee Meeting: Monday 7th November 2011, 7.15 pm. at the Old Mother Redcap.

Present: Stephen George (Chair), John Child,, Kevan Holloway, John Kirkman, Lynn Smith, Peter Smithson, Andrew Tabor, Fiona Vallely, Rob Wilks.

1. Introductions, Apologies, Co-options. The Chair welcomed the new Committee. Apologies had been received from Philip Righton and John Pritchett. John Child was co-opted as a representative of the Bradway Community Hall. It was agreed that the Bradway Scouts should be asked if they would like a co-opted representative on the BAG Committee. 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting. The Minutes were agreed as a correct record.

3. Reports

a. Chair

(i) The Chair reported that NatWest Bank customers could now access their accounts for balances and cash withdrawals through the Post Office. The issue was raised of disabled access to the Post Office within the Spar shop. Action: The Chair to raise disabled access with GT News, the owners of the shop.

(ii) Monitoring of HGV traffic on Twentywell Lane had not shown any significant increase. 

(iii) The BAG entry in the NatWest Community Force competition had produced only some 64 votes which were unlikely to be sufficient to win any funding. The on-line voting process had proved problematic for quite a few people though it was unclear as to whether this was due to the system or filters on voters’ computers. 

(iv) There was a consensus that the regular explosions heard locally over the last couple of weeks were most likely to be bird scarers. 

(v) The Officers needed to sign a copy of the BAG Constitution giving effect to the amendments agreed at the October AGM. Action: This was done at the meeting.

(vi) On the issue of providing Christmas Lights for the Twentywell Lane shops, using the funds from the old Bradway Neighbourhood Association (BNA), it was agreed that this proposal was not financially viable. An estimate from City Illuminations, who had the contract for Christmas lights in Stocksbridge, indicated that for 4 to 5 Christmas trees with lights, the first-year cost would be around £1800 with thereafter an annual cost of £400. Just to erect strings of lights would cost £900 in the first year with a £200 annual cost. This was without the costs of electricity. It was agreed that a suitable alternative use for the BNA funds would be improvements to the Old School Field playground.  It was noted that this should be specific and identifiable improvements, rather than rolled up into the general upgrading. 

b. Secretary: (i) Sheffield City Council (SCC) had formally acknowledged receipt of the application for Village Green status for the Bradway Recreation Ground. So far there has been no progress in processing the previous application for the Old School Field. (ii) Work had started on fencing the Mickley Lane allotments, and plots would be available from the New Year. (iii) The South West Community Assembly had announced that in the New Year it would be working with Highways officers to inform residents about the scope for 20mph schemes. Workshops would be arranged for each of the four Wards. (iv) The Environmental Law Foundation would be holding an event on Community Involvement in Planning on Friday 2nd December at Sheffield Hallam University from 2 to 5 pm.  

 c. Treasurer: (i) Following the concerns expressed at the AGM, consideration had been given to possible alternatives to NatWest for the BAG account. It was unanimously agreed that the account should be transferred to Lloyds TSB, Woodseats, and the reasons for the decision publicised in the Bradway Bugle. (ii) Nick Clegg had replied to BAG’s second communication about insurance for small groups, forwarding a helpful suggestion from the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, which the Treasurer would pursue.   

d. Membership Secretary: Kevan Holloway reported that his first actions as Membership secretary would be to up-date the membership list, and the annual renewal form, which would be hand-delivered to existing members. A membership drive could include asking members to approach neighbours to join, and an article for the Bugle. The possibility of using postage-paid replies and standing orders or direct debit would be explored. Members would be invited to provide ideas for stimulating local interest. The website would need to be updated.

e. Community Hall:  John Child reported that the new vicar of St Peter's was happy to take up the Chair of the Community Hall Committee. An architect was being consulted over the refurbishment of the small hall to provide a meeting room to be used by community groups. Grants would be required to fund the alterations.

4.  Priorities and Responsibilities: It was agreed that the priorities for the BAG Committee should be:

i. Planning issues affecting Bradway, in particular the defence of the existing open space against potential development. The SCC weekly planning lists would be kept under surveillance by the Chair and others and the Secretary would continue to press for action on the Village Green applications.

ii. The Bradway Bugle, which would continue to be a key tool for communication with the community as well as a source of revenue.

iii. Engagement with the Ward Forum, which would continue for the time being as a mechanism for cementing BAG’s position as a representative community group. Involvement would be kept under review.

iv. Fund-raising, with the target of securing sufficient funds to provide for the resurfacing of the Old School Field playground and possibly to provide additional attractions. The Treasurer would continue looking at potential costs and possible sources of grants and the Chair would explore how the Council might be involved.

v. The Environment. BAG would continue to organise regular litter picks and work with others to provide for proper management of the local woodland. 

5. Ward Forum. The Chair had made arrangements for the next Ward Forum to be held at Bradway Primary School on 29th November. It was agreed that there was a need to look at the future role of the Forum, and how it fitted into the structure of local community groups (such as BAG), the Community Assembly, and Councillor’s surgeries. The Secretary would continue to act as a point of contact on Ward Forum issues.

6.  Bradway Bugle: The next Bugle was due from the printers on Wednesday 16th November. 

7. Future Meeting dates: The following dates were proposed.

Committee meetings (to be on Tuesdays at the Old Mother Redcap): 10th January; 13th March; 8th May; 19th June and 18th September.

Open Meetings (Tuesdays, Bradway Primary School): 27th March and 3rd July 

AGM: 9th or 16th October. 

8.  Any Other Business. The question of snow ploughing and gritting the 25 / 25A bus route in the event of further heavy snow this year would be raised with SCC for clarification of their intentions towards keeping this important communications route open. Action: Chair to email.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9. 06 pm.   

